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THE CENTRAL INAUGURA N OF 
THE CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA 


THE FIRST MORNING 
(Sunday, November 29th, 1970) 


The Order of Service 
FOR 
THE INAUGURATION OF 
THE CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA 
AND 
THE REPRESENTATIVE ACT 
OF UNIFICATION OF THE MINISTRY 


PART I. THE INAUGURATION OF UNION 


A minister of one of the uniting churches is the Minister Presiding 
at the [nauguration of Union. He Is assisted by ministers from the 
other uniting churches. 


Introduction 
All stand. The Presiding Minister calls the congregation to worship 


with these words: 


We are met here today as children of the one God and Father 
of all. In obedience to his will we shall carry out the resolve 
of our separate churches to become one in the Church of 
North India. Then we shall solemnly present to him our 
hitherto separate ministries, and we shall beseech him to unify 
them in a single ministry, acceptable to all. We do this in 
thankful remembrance of his abundant blessings in past years 
and in penitence for our sinful failures. And we shall pray 
that what is here begun may be brought to perfection by his 
infinite mercy and power. 
1 


Bishop Payne librans 
Virginia Theological Seminary 
Ajexandna Virgmia 22304 


DEC 15 1994 


All sing this hymn (Tune: St-Anne): 
© God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home, 


‘Under the shadow of thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is thine arm alone, 
And our defence is sure. 


Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting thou art God, 

To endless years the same, 


A thousand ages in thy sight 
Are like an evening gone; 

Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 


‘Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 

They fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

© God, our hetp in ages past, 
Our help for years to come, 

Be thou our guard while troubles last 
And our eternal home. 


All continue to stand. The Presiding Minister says: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 


All say this anctent hymn, three times repeated: 
Minister. Holy God, 
People, Holy and mighty, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 
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All kneel. The Presiding Minister says: 

‘Ye that do truly and! earnestly repent you of your sins, and are 
in love and charity with your feighbours, and intend to live a 
new life, following the comimandments of God and walking from 
henceforth in his holy ways; make your humble confession to 
almighty God, that you may be reconciled anew to him through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Presiding Minister. Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Spirit of purity and grace, whose salvation is 
never far from the contrite heart, hear our confession of ain, 
and have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, 0 God; accord- 
ing to thy loving-kindness blot out our transgressions. Create 
in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 
Forgive us and bless us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 


We acknowledge and confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word and deed; that we have not loved thee with. all 
cour heart; and that we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves, 
Forgive us and bless us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord, 


Lord Jesus Christ, we confess with shame that we have refused 
+o share the burden of thy cross; that we have sought comfort 
and security, and have denied thee rather than face the scorn of 
men. 

Forgive us and bless us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 


We acknowledge, O Lord, that we have proved unworthy of thy 
mercies, and confess how little we have done to hand on, in 
freedom and fulness, the faith which was brought to us through 
many perils and purchased with much pain. 

Forgive us and bless us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 


We acknowledge, O Lord, our share in the sin anil shame of 
divisions in thy holy Church; we confess our prejudice and pride; 
our lack of sympathy and understanding; and our slowness in 
secking unity, peace and true concord, 

Forgive us and bless us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 


A short period of stlence follows. 
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Minister. Grant, we beseech thee, almighty God, that we 
who are burdened with the consciousness of our guilt, may by 
thy merciful pardon be absolved; that being cleansed from all 
stain of sin, we may be clothed in thy righteousness and worthily 
rejoice in the joy of thy saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


The Assent to Union 
The congregation sits. 


A representative ofeach of the uniting churches reads the reso- 
lution or resolutions of the proper authorities of his church 
accepting the Pian of Union, and places on the communion table a 
copy of the Plan of Union signed on behalf of his church by the 
secretary (or secretaries) and chairman (or chalrmen) of the 
proper authorities of his church, and the signed statements of 
the bishops, presbyters, deacons and probationers of his church 
declaring their assent to the Plan of Union and acceptance of 
the Constitution of the Church of North India. 


The Prayer 


All stand and say together the Prayer, led by the Presiding 
Minister. 


Almighty and everlasting God, 

who alone art the author of unity, peace and concord; 
We thank thee for the churches in this our land 

and for thy grace in choosing us 

in spite of our unworthiness 

to be members and ministers in thy Church. 

We bless thee for our fellowship 

and for our rich inheritance. 

We praise thee for thy messengers from other lands 
who brought the Gospel of thy kingdom to this land, 
and for those who have faithfully proclaimed it 

to successive generat H 

and for all who have prayed and laboured 

for the union of churches, 

especially in North India. 

Thou hast heard the prayers of thy people, 

and blessed the labours of thy servants, 

and hast brought us to this day for the glory of thy name. 
As, in obedience to thy will and led by thy Spirit, 
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we accept one another as fellow-members and fellow-ministers, 
do thou strengthen the bonds between us, 

and unite us and make us one body, 

Christ himself being the Head. 

Make us all of one heart and one soul, 

‘united in a holy bond of truth and peace, 

of faith and charity. 

Grant that this Church 

may ever be zealous in commending thy glorious Gospel 
to the people of our land, 

that our country may find thee 

the goal of all her seeking 

and the fulfilment of her noblest aspirations. 
Hasten the time, O God, when thronghout the world 
there shall be one flock and one Shepherd, 

and in the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to thy glory, O Father, 

who with thy Son and the Holy Spirit, 

livest and reignest, One God, 

world without end. Amen. 


The Lord's Prayer Is sald by all, each In his own mother-tongue, 
the Presiding Minister first saying: 
As our Saviour Christ has commanded and taught us, we are 
bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

in earth as it is in heaven, 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

23 we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil: 

Foe, thine is ORS (dom, 

¢ power an glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


The Solemn Declaration of Union 


The Presiding Minister makes this solemn declaration, while alt 

remaln standing? 

Dearly beloved, in obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Head 

of the Church, who on the night of his betrayal prayed that his 
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disciples might be one; and by authority of the governing bodies 
of the uniting churches, whose resolytions have been read in 
your hearing and laid in prayer before almighty God, I do hereby 
declare that these six churches namely, 


The Council of the Baptist Churches in Northern India 

The Church of the Brethren 

The Disciples of Christ 

The Church of India (part of the former Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon) 

‘The Methodist Church under the British and Australa- 
sian Conferences 

The United Church of Northern India, 


within the area of union, are become one CHURCH OF NORTH 
INDLA. 


The Doxology is sung (Tune: Old Hundredth): 
Praise God, from whom ail blessings flow, 
Praise him, all creatures here below. 
Praise him above, ye heav: Fae AD poe 
Praise Father, Son and Holy 


There Is silence for a space. 


Then this hymn is sung (Tune: Nicaea); 
Holy, poly, , holy, Lord God almighty!) 
e morning our song shall rise to thee; 
Ha, toy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 


Holy holy, holy! ail the saints adore thee, 
Casting dow lown their golden crowns around the glassy sea, 
and seraphim falling down before thee, 
Wack wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 


Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

fect in power, in love and purity. 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 

Allthy works shall praise thy name in earth and eky and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy, mercifal and mighty, 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 


PART II. THE ORDER OF THE LORD'S SUPPER, 
INCLUDING THE REPRESENTATIVE ACT OF 
UNIFICATION OF THE MINISTRY 


A presbyter of the unified Church of North India Is the Minister 
Presiding during the remainder of the service. 


The Ministry of the Word of God 


The congregation kneels, 

Presiding Minister. The Lord be with you; 

And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, giver of all good things, mercifully behold thy 
servants called to be bishops and presbyters in this Church; and 
so replenish them with the truth of thy Gospel, adorn them with 
innocency of life, and fill them with the power of thy Holy Spirit, 
that both by word and good example they may faithfully and 
joyfully serve thee, to the glory of thy name and the building up 
of thy Church; through the merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end, Amen, 


THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON. 
The congregation sits, 


A layman reads the Old Testament lesson, first saying: 
Hear the Word of God, as it is written in the Book of the Prophet 
Haggai, in the second chapter, beginning at the first verse. 
God summons his people after their return from exile to rebuild 
the Temple which their enemies had destroyed. It will be the 
sign of his glorious presence in their midst, and all nations will 
be drawn to it, 
‘The Word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, ‘Speak now 
to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to 
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the rem- 
nant of the people, and say, ‘Who is left among you that saw this 
house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it nob 
in your sight as nothmg? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, 
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says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the 
high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the 
Lord; work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts, according 
to the promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt, 
‘My Spirit abides among you; fear not. For thus says the Lord 
‘of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens 
and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all 
nations, so that the treasures of the nations shall come in, and 
T will fill this house with splendour, says the Lord of hosts, The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The 
latter splendour of this house shall be greater than the former, 
says the Lord of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, 
says the Lord of hosts.’” 

People. Thanks be to God. 


All stand and sing the metrical version of Psalm 122, verses 6-9 
(Tune: St Paul): 
Pray that Jerusalem may have 
peace and felicity: 
Let them that love thee and thy peace 
have still prosperity. 


Therefore I wish that peace may still 
within thy walls remain, 

And ever may thy palaces 
prosperity retain. 

Now, for my friends’ and brethren’s sakes, 
Peace be in thee, I'll say. 


And for the house of God our Lord 
Tl seek thy good alway. 


THE EPISTLE 
The congregation sits. 


A minister reads the Epistle, first saying: 

Hear the Word of God, as it is written in the Epistle of Paul the 

Apostle to the Ephesians, in the fourth chapter, beginning at the 

first verse, 

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy 

of the calling to which you have been called, with all lowlincss 
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and meekness, with patience, forbearing one another in love, 
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the 
one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above all and 
through all and in all. But grace was given to each of us accord- 
ing to the measure of Christ’s gift. Pherefore it is said, 

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he 

gave gifts to men’. 

(in saying, ‘He ascended,’ what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower pacts of the earth? He who descended 
is he who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might 
fill all things.) And his gifts were that some should be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 
for the equipment of the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ; 
so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men, 
by their craftiness in deceitful wiles, Rather, speaking the 
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him whois 
the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and 
knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, when each 
part is working properly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds 
itself in love, 
People. Thanks be to God. 


The congregation stands and sings this hymn (Tune: Beecher): 


Love Divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
ix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithfal' mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 


Come, almighty to deliver; 
Let us all thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Never more thy temples leave, 
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‘Thee we would bé always blessing, 
Serve thee as thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
Glory in thy perfect love. 


Finish then thy new creation: 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation, 
Perfectly. j cestored in thee, 
m glory into y 
Till fs heaven ove take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love and praise. 


THE GOSPEL 


The congregation remains standing during the reading of the 
Gospal. 
A minister reads the Gospel, first saying : 


Hear the Word of God, as it is written in the Gospel according 
to St John, in the seventeenth chapter, beginning at the first 
verse. 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify thy Son, 
that the Son may glorify thee, since thou hast given him power 
‘over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom thou hast given him. 
And this is eternal life, that they know thee the only true God, 
amd Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. I glorified thee on earth, 
having accomplished the work which thou gavest me to do; and 
now, Father, glorify thou me in thy own presence with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was made. I havo 
manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of 
the world; thine they were, and thou gavest them to me, and 
they have kept thy word. Now they know that everything that 
thou hast given me is from thee; for I have given them the words 
which thou gavest me, and they have received them and know 
in truth that I came from thee; and they have believed that thou 
didst send me. I am praying for them; I am not praying for the 
world but for those whom thou hast given me, for they are thine; 
all mine are thine, and thine are mine, and I am glorified in them. 
And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name, 
which thou hast given me, that they may be one, even a3 we are 
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one, Sanctify them in the truth; thy word is truth. As thou 
didst send me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
‘And for their sake 1 consecrate myself, that they also may be 
consecrated in truth. 1 do not pray for these only, but also for 
those who believe in me through their word, that they may all 
be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be in us, go that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me. ‘The glory which thou hast given me I have given to 
them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and 
thou in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me and hast loved them even as 
thou hast loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom thou 
hast given me, may be with me where I am, to behold my glory 
which thou hast given me in thy love for me before the founda~ 
tion of the'world. O righteous Father, the world has not known 
thee, but I have known thee; and these know that thou hast sent 
me, Imade known to them thy name, and I will make it known, 
that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them, and 
Tin them’. 

People. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 


The Representative Act of Unification of the. 
Ministry 
THE PREFACE 
The congregation sits, 
‘The Preface Is read by the Presiding Minister. 
The good band of God being upon us, these several churches 
now brought together into visible unity as part of the Universal 
Church, with an agreed basis of faith and order, desire by this 
‘Act and through the grace and mercy of God to bring about the 
unification of the sacred ministry in this Church of North India. 
In doing s0 it is the intention of this Church to continue the 
threefold ministry of bishop, presbyter and deacon, and so 
reverently to use and esteem it that the whole body of the faichful 
in the Church of North India may be’ built up in their most holy 
faith and equipped for their ministry in the world. 
These churches in uniting mutually acknowledge cach other's 
ministries as ministries of Christ in his Word and Sacraments, 
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and acknowledge that all their ministries have been in God’s 
providence manifestly used by the Holy Spirit in his work of 
enlightening the world, converting sinners and perfecting saints; 
and further acknowledge that the ministries of separated churches 
are by the fact of separation limited, not having the seal of the 
whole Church. ‘They therefore accept the principle of the uni- 
fication of the ministry by the laying on of hands with prayer in 
a solemn act of humility and rededication. 

The uniting churches affirm that the intention of the rite is 
clearly and unambiguously set forth in the prayers to be used 
together with the Declaration and the Formula. 

‘They further pledge themselves and fully trust each other that 
any bishop or presbyter officiating in the rite will do so with the 
sincere intention of placing himself unreservedly in the hands 
of God to be used as he wills, as a channel of his grace, commission 
and authority. 

‘The laying on of hands is adopted as 2 scriptural and traditional 
symbol of the bestowing of spiritual gifts by God; and it is inten- 
ded by prayer and the laying on of hands to seek from God for 
our ministers whatever of the fulness of Christ's grace, commis- 
sion and authority each may need for the performance of his 
proper office in the Church of North India. 

In particular they believe that God will assuredly so answer 
their prayers that any difference between ministers episcopally or 
otherwise ordained will be thus transcended, and that by such 
transcending of these and other differences, as they are known 
to God himself, this Church of North India will receive from 
him at the outset a ministry fully and without exception 
accredited in the eyes of all its members, and, so faras may be, 
of the Church throughout the world. 


THE PRESENTATION OF THE REPRESENTATIVE MINISTERS 


The Presiding Minister. calls forward a chosen lay representative 

from each of the churches now united and, after extending to 

each the right hand of fellowship, says: 

Brethren in the Lord, in the name of the Church of North India, 

now happily united, I greet you as representing the Jaity of our 
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Church in your vocation and ministry, and request each of you in 
turn to present before us the representative ministers of your 
former church to be received into the united ministry of the- 
Church of North India. 


Each lay representative then separately and consecutively presents 
the ministers (presbyters and bishops) of his former church with 
the use of the following words: 

Brethren in the Lord, I present to you NN..., and N. a8 re~ 
presentatives of the ministry of the... Church to be brought. 
into the united ministry of the Church of North India. 


The lay representatives remain standing Ina group. One of them, 
chesen beforehand, puts the following questions to the represent- 
ative minlsters collectively, They answer In unison. 

Do you assent to the Plan of Church Union in North India and. 
accept the Constitution of the Church as therein set forth? 
Answer. I do. 


Do you promise to exercise your ministry in accordance with the 
Constitution of the Church of North India? 
Answer. I do. 


AFFIRMATION BY THE REPRESENTATIVE MINISTERS 
All the ministers who have been presented with one voice say: 


I believe myself to have been duly and lawfully ordained 
within the . . . Church 
to the ministry of the Word and Sacraments 
in the Universal Church of God. 
Nevertheless it is my conviction 
that God wills one communion and fellowship 
of all who believe in his Son Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour. 
I am therefore humbly prepared 
to commit myself to God: 
and through the laying on of hands with prayer, 
T am ready to receive from him 
such grace, commission and authority 
as it may be his will to bestow upon me 
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for my ministry in the Church Universal 
according to the order of the Church of North India. 


THE PRAYER 


The people stand. All the Representative Ministers who are to 
take part In the representative act of unification say together the 
following Prayer: 


Almighty Father, everlasting God, 

‘we thank thee that, of thine infinite goodness, 

thou hast given thine only Son Jesus Christ 

to be our Redeemer and the Author of everlasting life: 

‘We bless thee 

that, after he had made perfect our redemption by his death, 

and had ascended into heaven, 

‘he sent abroad into all the world his servants, 

and that by their ministry 

‘he has gathered together a flock in all parts of the world 

to set forth the eternal praise of thy holy name; 

And we thank thee 

that thou hast been pleased to call us thy servants here present 

to share in the same ministry, 

and hast blessed us by diverse operations of thy Spirit. 

And now we humbly pray thee, O Lord, 

through thy Son our great High Priest 

to gather us into one fellowship. 

Continue, we beseech thee, thy blessings already given; 

pour out thy Holy Spirit upon us thy servants, 

called this day to a fresh dedication to thy service; 

and endue each, according to his need, 

with grace and authority 

for the exercise of his ministry, 

whether as bishop or presbyter, 

within the Church Universal 

according to the order of the Church of North India. 

‘Together may we faithfully proclaim 

the Gospel of thy kingdom, 

sinister the Word of thy truth, 

and administer thy holy Sacraments: 

20 that, at the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
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we may each receive the reward 

of a good and faithful steward; 

through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee 

in the unity of the same Holy Spirit, 

world without end. Amen, 


THE LAYING ON OF HANDS 


Three Representative Ministers, chosen beforehand, one of whom 
is a bishop, come forward and kneel down. At the same time 
six other Representative Ministers, one from each of the 
churches now united, come forward. and with them come four 
other ministers from Churches outside the area of union (of whom 
two are bishops In the historic episcopate, and two are minister§ 
from non-eplscopal Churches). These ten stand before the 
three ministers, and say together the following form of words: 


‘You were called and ordained in your different churches 
to the ministry of the Church Universal; 
and now you are called 
to the ministry of the Church Universal 
within the Church of North India. 
May you receive from God the power of the Holy Spirit. 
May he continue in you his gifts 
and, in accordance with his will, 
may he bestow on you 
grace, commission and authority for your ministry, 
whether as a presbyter or as a bishop of the Church of God, 
according to the order of this Church. 
‘Take authority in the Church of North India 
to preach the Word of God, 
to fulfil the ministry of reconciliation 
and to administer Christ's Sacraments; 
and see that you do all these things 
in brotherly partnership with God’s fellow-workers, 
whom in this union of churches he has made your own. 
The ten ministers then lay hands in silence on the three 
Representative Ministers. Thls done, the four ministers from 
Churches outside the area of union return to thelr seats, and the 
seven Representative Ministers rejoin their delegations. 
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Next, all the Representative Ministers from the churches now 
united form themselves into regional groups, North, South, East 
and West, and come forward in order in these groups. As each 
group kneels before the three Representative Ministers, these say 
together the following form of words, first for the bishops In the 
group, and then for the presbyters. 


For the bishops Is said: 


‘You were called and ordained in your former church 
to the ministry of the Church Universal; | 
and now you are called 

to the ministry of the Church Universal 

within the Church of North India. 

May you receive from God the power of the Holy Spirit. 
May he continue in you his gifts | 
and, in accordance with his will, | 
may he bestow on you 

grace, commission and authority 

for your ministry as bishops of the Church of God, 
according to the order of this Church. | 
Take authority in the Church of North India | 
to preach the Word of God, 

to fulfil the ministry of reconciliation 

and to administer Christ's Sacraments; 

and see that you do all these things 

in brotherly partnership with God’s fellow-workers, 

whom in this union of churches he hes made your own. 


For the presbyters Is said: 

You were called and ordained in your different Churches 

to the ministry of the Church Universal; 

and now you are called 

to the ministry of the Church Universal 

within the Church of North India. 

May you receive from God the power of the Holy Spirit. 

May he continue in you his gifts 

and, in accordance with his will, 

may he bestow on you 

grace, commission and authority 

for your ministry as presbyters in the Church of God, 
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according to the order of this Church, 

‘Take authority in the Church of North India 

to preach the Word of God, 

to fulfil the ministry of reconciliation 

and to administer Christ's Sacraments; 

and see that you do all these things 

in brotherly partnership with God's fellow-workers, 
whom in this union of churches he has made your own. 


The three ministers then lay hands on each member of the group 
in silence, and these return to thelr places, sitting together in 
their regional groups. 


ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE 


Allistand and the Presiding Minister says: 
Glory be to the Father, who has made us one. 
Glory be to thee, O God. 


Glory be to the Son, who has saved us all. 
Glory be to thee, O God. 


Glory be to the Holy Spirit, who has united us by his power. 
Glory be to thee, O God. 


The congregation sits. 
The Sermon Is preached. 


The Nicene Creed Is then sald by all standing. 


I beliave in one God the Father almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible: 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very Ox 
ay not made, 
ing of one substance with the Father, 

reat whom all things were made: 

.o for us men, and for our salvation, 
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
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He suffered and was buried, 

and the third day he rose again 

according to the Scriptures, 

and ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 

‘And he shall come again with glory 

to judge both the quick and the dead: 

whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the Giver of life, 

who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together 

is id and. aay 

who spake by the ts. 

And T believe One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
L acknowledge one Bay for the remission of sins, 
‘And Took for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 


The Intercession 


The congregation kneels, The following Litany is led by a 
presbyter: 

For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 
souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of God's holy 
Churches, and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For our bishops and all other ministers, that with a good heart 
and a pure conscience they may accomplish their ministry, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 


For the rulers of our country and all in authority, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 


For the sick, the suffering, the sorrowful, and the dying, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 


For the poor, the hungry, orphans and widows, and them that 
suffer persecution, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 


For ourselyes and all who confess the name of Christ, that we 
may show forth the excellencies of him who called us out of 
darkness into his marvellous light, let us pray to the Lord, 
Lord, have mercy. 


‘That, with all his servants who have s¢rved him here and are now 
at rest, we may enter into the fulness of his unending joy, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 


After the Litany the Presiding Minister says: 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body 
of the Church is governed and sanctified: Receive oursupplications 
and prayers, which we offer before thee for all estates of men in 
thy holy Church, that every member of the same, in his yocation 
and ministry, may truly and godly serve thee; through our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


The Presiding Minister gives the First Benediction: 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all, Amen. 


The Breaking of the Bread 


All stand, and the Presiding Minister says: 

Behold, how good and joyful a thing it is, brethren, to dwell 
together in unity. Ps. 13331 
We who are many are one bread, one body, for we all partake of 


the one bread. 1 Cor. 10:17, 
I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with great gladness, 
I will sing and speak praises unto the Lord. Ps. 27:6 


The ‘Peace’ shall be given here. 


The offering is then taken. 
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The congregation stands and sings this hymn (Tunet Aurelia) : 


The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord: 

She is his new creation 
By water and the word; 

From heaven he came and sought her 
‘To be his holy bride; 

With his own blood he bought her 
And for her life he died. 


Elect from avery nation, 
Yet one o’er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation 
‘One Lord, one faith, one birth: 
‘One holy name she blesses, ° 
Partakes one holy food, 
‘And to one hope she presses, 
With every grace endued. 


‘Though with a scornful wonder 
‘Men see her sore oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, 

heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping, 
‘Their cry goes up, ‘How long?’ 

‘And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song. 


‘Mid toil and tribulation, 
‘And tumult of her war, 

She waits the consummation 
Of peace for evermore, 

‘Till with ine vision weriow 
Her lon; eyes are blest, 

And the reat Church victorious 
Shall be the Church at rest. 


‘Yet she on earth hath union 
‘With God the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 
‘With those whose rest is wou. 
© happy ones and holy! 
‘Lord, give us grace that we, 
Like them, the meek and lowly, 
On high may dwell with thee. 


During the singing of the hymn, the bread and wine for the 
Communion, together with the alms of the people, are brought 
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forward and placed on the table. Those who bear the offertory 
stand before the Table during the following Prayer. 


All stand. The Presiding Minister says: 

Holy Father, who through the blood of thy dear Son hast conse- 
crated for us a new and living way to thy throne of grace, we come 
to thee through him, unworthy as we are, and we humbly beseech 
thee to accept and use us and these our gifts for thy glory, All that: 
is in heaven and earth is thine, and of thine own do we give to thee, 
Amen. 


The bearers of the Offertory return to thelr places: 


The Presiding Mintster and people kneel, and say together: 

Be present, be present, O Jesus, thou good High Priest, 

as thou wast in the midst of thy disciples, 

and make thyself known to us 

in th bre bing of the bread, = 

who livest reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world Sa end. Amen. 4 


The Presiding Minister stands and says: 
The Lord be with you; 
And with thy spirit. 


‘Lift up your hearts; 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 


Let us give thanks unto our Lord God; 
It is meet and right so to do. 


It is verily meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at 
all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God; 

Through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord: through whom thou 
didst create the heavens and the earth and all that in them is, and 
didst make man in thine own image, and when he had fallen into 
sin didst redeem him to be the first fruits of a new creation: 


‘Therefore with angels and archangels 
‘and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious name; 
evermore praising thee, and saying, 

a 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Gad of hosts, 

heaven and earth are fall of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 

Blessed be he that hath come and is to come 
in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 


Truly holy, truly blessed art thou, O heavenly Father, who of 
thy tender love towards mankind didst give thine only Son 
Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him and to suffer death 
upon the cross for our salyation; who made there, by hia one 
oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; 
and did institute, and in his holy gospel command us to continue, 
a perpetual memory of that his precious death, until his coming 
again: Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, Take, eat, this is my body whichis given for 
you: do this in remembrance of me. Likewise after supper he 
took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new coven- 
ant, which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins: 
do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Amen. Thy death, O Lord, we commemorate, 

thy resurrection we confess, 

and thy second coming we await. 

Glory be to thee, O Christ. 


Wherefore, O Father, having,in remembrance the precious death 
and passion, and glorious resurrection and ascension, of thy Son 
our Lord, we thy servants do this in remembrance of him, as he 
hath commanded, until his coming again, giving thanks to thee 
for the perfect redemption which thou hast wrought for us in him. 
We give thanks to thee, we ise thee, 
we glorify thee, Lord our God. 


And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to sanctify 
with thy Holy Spirit us and these thine own gifts of bread and 
wine, that the bread which we break may be the communion of 
the body of Christ, and the cup which we bless the communion 
of the blood of Christ. Grant that, being joined together in him, 
we may all attain to the unity of the faith, and may grow up in 
all things unto him who is the Head, even Christ our Lord, by 
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whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour 
and glory be unto thee, O Father almighty, world without end: 
Amen. 


The Presiding Minister kneels and says: 


As our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we are 
bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy dom come; 

thy will be done; 

in earth as it is in heaven: 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us, 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen, 


Silence Is kept for a space, all kneeling. 


We do not presume to come to this thy Table, 

O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in thy manifold and great mercies. 

We are not worthy so much as to gather up 

the crumbs under thy Table. 

But thou art the same Lord, 

whose is always to have mercy: 

Grant us fore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 

and to drink his Blood, 

that our sinful bodies and souls 

may be made clean by his most precious Body and Blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 


The Presiding Minister rises and breaks the bread, saying: 
The bread which we break, is it not a communion in the body of 
Christ? 1 Cor. 10:16 
The Ministers and people then receive the bread and wine, 
The following words of administration shall be used: 
The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Bread of life, 
The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, the true Vine. 
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During this time these words are sald or sung: 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us, 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us thy peace. 


During the administration hymns are sung with intervals for 
corporate silence. 
When all have partaken, the Presiding Minister says: 


Having now by faith received the sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, let us give thanks. 


All stand, and say together: 
O almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
who hast accepted us as thy children 
in thy beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
and hast fed us with the spiritual food 
of his most precious Body and Blood, 
giving us the forgiveness of our sins 
and (the) peomise. of everlasting life: 
We ‘and praise thee for these inestimable benefits, 
and we offer and present unto thee 
ourselves, our souls and bodies, 
to be a holy and living sacrifice, 
which is our reasonable service. 
Grant us grace not to be conformed to this world, 
but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds, 
that we may learn what is thy good and perfect will, 
and so obey thee here on earth, 
that we may at the last 
rejoice with all thy saints in thy heavenly kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever. 
and glory, 


Amen. Blessing 

and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 

and honour, and power, and might, 

be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 
‘The Presiding Minister then gives the Second Benediction: 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, 
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the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 


As the Presiding Mintster and other ministers leave, this hymn {s 
sung (Tune: Austria): 


Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 

He whose word cannot be broken 
Formed thee for his own abode, 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 
‘What can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
‘Thou mayst amile at all thy foes. 


See the streams of living waters, 
inging from eternal love, 

Well ly thy sons and daughters, 
And all fear of want remove. 

Who can faint while such a river 
Ever flows their thirst to assuage,— 

Grace, which like the Lord the giver 
‘Never fails from age to age. 


Round each habitation hovering, 
See the cloud and fire appear, 
For a glory and 2 covering, 
Showing that the Lord is near. 
‘Thus they march, the pillar leading, 
Light by night and shade by day; 
Daily on the manna feeding 
‘Which he gives them when they pray. 


Blest inhabitants of Zion, 
‘Washed in the Redeemer’s blood, 
Jesus, whom their souls rely on, 
‘Makes them kings and priests to God. 
"Tis his love his people raises 
Over self to reign as kings, . 
And as priests, his solemn praises 
Each for a thank-off’ring brings. 


Saviour, if of Zion’s city 
I, through grace, a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 
1 will glory in thy name. 
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
All boasted pomp and show; 
Solid joys and lasting treasure 
None but Zion’s children know. 
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